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Do It Again Fagen / Becker / Sturm
Who’s Walking Who / Bob Mintzer
Caravan / Tizol / Ellington
Honeysuckle Rose / Waller / Williams
It’s Just Talk / Metheny / Curnow
Kid A Radiohead / Owen
Am I Blue / Akst / Clarke 
‘Round Midnight / Thelonious Monk




























Jazz Ensemble I 
personnel
Sam Skelton, a native of Conyers, Georgia, has been active on the Atlanta music scene for well over three 
decades. Mr. Skelton graduated summa cum 
laude from Georgia State University with a 
degree in Jazz Studies. During his course of 
study at GSU, Sam was a Montgomery Music 
Scholar and a two-time fellowship recipient to 
the Aspen Music Festival. He continued his 
saxophone studies with Kenneth Radnofsky 
at Boston University in 1991, focusing on 
classical saxophone and music education. 
Other teachers include David and James 
"Dub" Hudson and Jeff Benedict.
 As a woodwind doubler, Skelton is well 
versed in any genre of music. His grasp of 
saxophone, clarinet and flute has enabled him 
to remain very busy in live performance as 
well as in the studio.
 Sam has performed and/or soloed with The 
London Symphony Orchestra, The Atlanta 
Symphony, The Atlanta Pops, The Peachtree 
Pops, The Atlanta Ballet Orchestra and 
The Cobb Symphony Orchestra as well 
as numerous local high school and civic 
ensembles. World Premiers include James 
Oliverio’s Children of A Common Mother, Lee 
Johnson’s Ora Pro Mi: Concerto for Winds 
Soloist (clarinet, flute and soprano saxophone) 
and Seaside Symphony (clarinet and soprano 
saxophone soloist). Sam also played the 
premier recording of Ora Pro Mi and Seaside 
Symphony with the London Symphony 
Orchestra. New musical debuts include: 
The Prom, Harmony, Bull Durham and Tuck 
Everlasting.
the director
As a sideman on over 300 recordings, Sam remains very active in the studio 
and can be heard on recordings by such artists as: Elton John, December 
Radio, Babbie Mason, Howard Tate, Matchbox 20, Train, Edwin McCain, The 
Gap Band and The Ohio Players. Television and radio jingles include: The 
Georgia Lottery, The Fox Theater Documentary, Glen Beck, The Weather 
Channel, The Travel Channel, Ford, The Cartoon Network, CNN, Nature’s 
Own, Popeye’s, Papa John’s and Turner South. Television appearances 
include In the Heat of the Night, Savannah and Sinbad’s Summer Jam II 
on HBO. GRAMMY nods include Howard Tate's Rediscovered for Best 
Contemporary Blues Album and Ted Howe's Pinnacle for Best Instrumental 
Solo (alto clarinet, yes, alto clarinet).
Sam is currently Director of Jazz Studies and Senior Lecturer in Saxophone 
at Kennesaw State University. He is also Artistic Director of GSO Jazz and 
GYSO Jazz. Sam served as Professor of Saxophone at Georgia State 
University from 1991-2004 and was Jazz Ensemble Director at Georgia 
Tech from 2002-2004 and Artist-in-Residence at The University Of Georgia 
Jazz Department. He served as Visiting Professor of Saxophone at Furman 
University 2001-02. Professional associations include: The Jazz Educators 
Network, Georgia Music Educators Association, Georgia Association of Jazz 
Educators, National Academy of Recording Arts & Sciences (voting member) 
and the American Federation of Musicians. For his contributions to the city’s 
cultural life, Atlanta Public Broadcasting named him a “Lexus Leader in the 
Arts” in 2003. Sam is proud to be a Conn-Selmer and D’Addario Artist.
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Jeff Yunek
Woodwinds
Kelly Bryant, Flute, Chamber Music
Robert Cronin, Flute
Todd Skitch, Flute 
Christina Smith, Flute 
Cecilia Price, Flute, Chamber Music
Barbara Cook, Oboe
Elizabeth Koch Tiscione, Oboe 
John Warren, Clarinet, Chamber Music 
Andrew Brady, Bassoon 
Sam Skelton, Saxophone
Luke Weathington, Saxophone
Brass & Percussion 






Brian Hecht, Bass Trombone 
Jason Casanova, Tuba / Euphonium




Helen Kim, Violin 
Kenn Wagner, Violin, Chamber Music
Stephen Majeske, Orchestral Studies
Catherine Lynn, Viola 
Paul Murphy, Viola
Charae Krueger, Cello
James Barket, Double Bass
Joseph McFadden, Double Bass 
Elisabeth Remy Johnson, Harp 









Judith Cole, Collaborative Piano 






Justin Chesarek, Jazz Percussion
Wes Funderburk, Jazz Trombone, Jazz
   Ensembles
Karla Harris, Vocal Jazz
Tyrone Jackson, Jazz Piano
Marc Miller, Jazz Bass
Sam Skelton, Jazz Ensembles
Rob Opitz, Jazz Trumpet
Trey Wright, Jazz Guitar, Jazz Combos
Ensembles & Conductors
Leslie J. Blackwell, Choral Activities
Nancy Conley, Philharmonic
   Orchestra
Trey Harris, University Band,
   Marching Band
Alison Mann, Choral Activities
Oral Moses, Gospel Choir
Eileen Moremen, Opera
Nathaniel F. Parker, Symphony Orchestra
Debra Traficante, Wind Symphony,
   Marching Band
David T. Kehler, Wind Ensemble
School of Music Staff
Julia Becker, Administrative Associate
Susan M. Grant Robinson, Associate
   Director for Administration
Joseph Greenway, Assistant Director for 
   Production & Technology
Dan Hesketh, Assistant Director for 
   Marketing and Outreach
June Mauser, Administrative Associate
Daniel Pattillo, Technical Manager
Richard Peluso, Coordinator of Band
   Operations and Outreach
Shawn Rieschl Johnson, Associate
   Director for Operations & Programming
Ensembles in Residence
KSU Faculty Jazz Parliament
Georgia Youth Symphony Orchestra
   and Chorus
KSU Faculty Chamber Players
Summit Piano Trio
KSU Community and Alumni Choir
about the school of music
`/musicKSU     t@musicKSU     y/musicKSU         @musicKSU
musicKSU.com
Visit the Live Streaming page on musicKSU.com to watch live broadcasts of many
of our concerts and to view the full schedule of upcoming live streamed events.
Please consider a gift to the Kennesaw State University School of Music.
 http://community.kennesaw.edu/GiveToMusic
connect with us
Welcome to the Bailey Performance Center! 
The School of Music at Kennesaw State University 
is an exciting place! We have a wonderful slate of 
performances planned for this year's Signature Series, 
and if you have not yet purchased your season tickets, 
I encourage you to do so as soon as possible. The 
Atlanta Symphony returns again this year as well as a 
wonderful slate of other performances.
The Dr. Bobbie Bailey & Family Performance Center is celebrating its 10th 
Anniversary Season this year. When this building opened in October of 2007, 
it was transformational for the School of Music and for KSU! It continues to be 
a jewel in our crown and musicians from around the world love to perform here 
because of the wonderful acoustic properties of Morgan Hall.
The weekend of October 7th–8th, we had an alumni recital on the 7th and a 
grand celebration Sunday afternoon October 8th, with full choir and orchestra 
to celebrate all this Center has meant to us these past 10 years! In honor of 
the Bailey 10th Anniversary, we officially launched our Name a Seat Campaign 
during our celebration in October. What a wonderful way to honor a loved one 
or to provide for future programming for Morgan Hall.
I look forward to a long and rewarding relationship with you. With your 
continued support of music and the arts, I look forward to all that we will 
accomplish together!  
Stephen W. Plate, DMA
Director, KSU School of Music
